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Christmas Gifts With Old World Flavor 


Recently, out in Kansas City’s 
Starlight Theatre, we settled down 
with our twin granddaughters for 
a delightful evening of Babes in 
Toyland. Victor Herbert’s rollick- 
ing melodies 
someway brought 
back a chain of 
echoes all about 
Christmas thru- 
out the year, 
Peace’n’ plum 
puddding, Good = 
Will and gifties. 

From Kimport 


No. is 622, We think they are 
heavy papier-mache but with a 
porcelain-like finish. 

It’s “Puffy the Peddler” of toys 
who got sketched for a front page 
flash, and hover- 
ing over him is 
a cherubim with 
the sweetest 
story! <As_ to 
“Puffy,” he hails 
from that boom- 
ing Western Zone 
of Germany, and 
is reminiscent of 


we have to have le Old World in- 
year around busi- me genuity and pati- 
ness, with Christ- ent craftsman- 
mas the lucky ship. There are 
strike extra. So, balls and _. bas- 
like Santa in kets, trumpets, 
Toyland, we bhe- tree ornaments, 
ink of Yuletide ~ and the _ cutest 
Wapiures, even when NRG NO) EX: enameled dollies 
that Missouri oS Ew —four of them— 
thermomet:r hits im a in his enticing 
saunas | eee Sur. 4 sna e 
beautiful 10 pieoe oN « addsa Kris Krin- 
creche set en- ea eae gle touch to this 
route from Ger- otherwise all 
many; we could wooden doll, 


have bought its competitor group, 
same 5 inch size for standing 
Wise Men, for about half tke 
price, but colors were brash and 
detail lacking. This Holy Family, 
Three Kings and four animals, in 
richly muted oriental hues are— 
well, are Kimport class, yet they 
will only be, postpaid, $5.00. Order 


smartly painted in some dozen 
hues! And now, something else; 
six cones of incense come with 
him; his fat, hollowed out coat 
lifts up, there’s a metal lkolder 
atop his pants section, and yes, 
when lighted, smoke breathes 
forth from his jolly round mouth! 
Height, 5 inches—No. 621, price 
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postpaid, $4.95. 

Hark the Herald Angels—or are 
these just adorable cherubim to 
deck a festive wreath? Their 
story is here, from notes I scrib- 
bled in the spotless cottage “fac- 
tory” in Lemay Village, near St. 
Louis. Handsome, erect, Mr. Eu- 
gene Froshe was born in 1873 in 
a Ukrainian village, of German 
parents whose ancestors hailed 
from Froshe, near Magnaburg in 
the Fatherland. The Czarina had 
colonized selected sections of Rus- 
sian farmland by offering good 
German farmers free land, no 
army conscription, German speak- 
ing schools and other opportuni- 
ties. When he was seventeen, Eu- 
gene came to St. Louis, learned 
the candy trade and cake decor- 
ating to become through many, 
many years, an individual artist, 
- unsurpassed in pastry tube paint- 
ing. Locally he is known as “The 
Bee Keeper.” Jars of honey catch 
the sunlight through his entrance 
window, but the fragrance is of 
anise which he has always used in 


the dear, oldfashioned cookies 
which he makes. 
Yes, the cherubim are possibly 


edible, but only a most inquisitive 
child would try his teeth on these 
ivory-like fantasies. Mr. Froshe 


makes assorted dozens, birds and . 


animals of zoo and farmyard, 
some combined with fruits and 
berries. But the one most like a 
doll of course was the angel head. 
Specifically, size is 3 inches across, 
material is egg whites, gelatin 
and sugar in a mixture that fin- 
ishes hard enough to last for 
years, if stored in dry warmth; 
moisture deteriorates sugar. Each 
is entirely made by hand and has 


a hooked copper wire imbedded. 
Now how can I tell you how 
charming, how feathery fine the 
work, how far from tinsel and 
plastic these quaint, sweet orna- 
ments are? Each plump, pert pro- 
file is flesh tint with a rosier cheek, 
rose mouth, dark eye. Abundant 
hair is sugar painted in inimi- 
table, certain swirls of brown. The 
feathers built in white are over- 
laid with a tint, peach, azure, 
orchid, lemon, with a dainty bow- 
knot in thin contrasting color for 
final touch. 


Mr. Froshe does not pack for 
mailing; a path has been beaten to 
his door, so, if we find you really 
want a lot of these, we'll have to 
scheme some way to augment our 
one backseat load. And we do 
want some left for McKim family 
“heirlooms.” No. 623, 6 Angels, 
$1.50, would be the smallest order 
sent postpaid. Better order 2 sets 
at $3.00 from Kimport of course. 


AUTHOR. LUELLA HART 


Finally sends a definite time 
as to publication of her series 


“DATING AND IDENTIFY- 
ING AMERICAN COPY- 
RIGHTS”. 


They’re scheduled to start in 
the Issue of September, 1955. 
“Spinning Wheel Magazine”,’ 
Taneytown, Md. 
1 Year, $3.00. 
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QUEEN TO QUEEN— 


CHECKMATE! 
Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt, used 
all her woman’s intuition when 
she made a state visit to Rome. 
Her heart being set on none other 
than Caesar himself, she tried to 
ingratiate herself in court circles 
by elaborate gifts, and for Caesar’s 
wife, Pompeia, she contrived the 
most amazing group of mechanical 
figures and dolls. Whether she 
diverted Pompeia’s attention long, 
history doesn’t say, but it was a 

skillful and obvious try. 


One delightful facet of doll col- 
lecting is that you relate so many 
things to your hobby. When we 
were recently reading ‘Thornton 
Wilder’s book “The Ides Of March” 
we came upon this item and so 
pass it along to you. 


This is told by Pompeia’s maid. 

“The Queen has sent my mis- 
tress the most wonderful presents, 
especially one the most wonderful 
thing ever seen. Some workmen 
came yesterday in great secrecy 
and set it up and put it in motion. 
It is an Egyptian palace, Madam, 
no higher than one’s knee. And 
when you take off the front wall 
you can see all the people inside 
and there is a barnyard and a 
royal procession and in the most 
beautiful clothes and colors. But 
that is not all. When you start 
water running, this is hard to ex- 
plain, Madam, the little people all 
move, the Queen and all her court 
walk into the house, up the stairs, 
yes, and through the house and 
the animals go and drink in the 
Nile, and a crocodile swims against 
the water, and the women weave 
and fishers fish and Immortal 


Gods, I cannot tell all they do. 

“One could look at it foreever. 
My mistress was very delighted 
and had lights brought and we 
thought she would never go to 
bed. Everybody says how clever 
it was of the Queen, because my 
mistress forgot everything when 
she was watching this palace, and 
she forgot that her husband was 
not at home.” 

Now if we could just follow this 
up by offering you antique dolls 
from the Land of the Nile, or class- 
ical pieces from ancient Rome, 
how pleased we would be. 

We do have three fragment 
figures, tomb dolls perhaps, dating 
back to the time of the Pharohs. 
One is a small head with features 
worn almost smooth, but still dis- 
tinctly Egyptian in ceremonial 
head-dress. It’s almost incredible 
that this sandstone carving should 
have outlasted the Centuries. This 
is Number A180B, two inches high, 
special at $10.00. Another head, 
similar and larger is Number 1800 
at $15.00. 


We also can offer a 7% inch 
doll sized Pyramid tomb figure or 
doll circa 1800 B.C. The lower 
body has been broken and mended. 
Substance perhaps baked clay. 
Was $32.00; Special price now 
$27.50. Number 108. 


ANOTHER HINT | 
Marjorie White, over from Kan- 
sas City, contemplated a hairline 
crack in an old luster china head. 
“Try straight clorox on it,” she 
suggested. “Of course, that never 
fazes the glaze, but it will help 
bleach a crack.” 
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Shades of our Mexican Moon- 
shiner! So many of you enjoyed 
our south of the border bootlegger 
that we have imported a new pair 
in the same hright colors and of 
identical woven fiber. However, 
these are more respectable folk, 
pineapple pickers to be exact, and 
while the fruits of their labor may 
end up gracing the same glass 
‘with those e@f€ their more shady 
meighbor, we would prefer to think 


better things about them! ‘These 
tall €¢9” and up) slender peons are 


composed of gay shades of green, 


purple, yellow and magenta fiber, 
intricately woven and _=§ solidly 
mounted on _ individual wooden 
bases. Man, No. 371, and Woman, 
871A, are $1-25 each or just $2.50 
for the pair. 


Tahiti of French Oceana has al- 
ways been considered an island 
paradise of beautiful slim brown- 
skinned natives with flashing 
white teeth and gay laughter. If 
you go along with this popular 
but not altogether accurate con- 
ception of the people on this re- 
mote isle, you would probably not 
be too pleased with the hardwood 
carved figures we obtain from Ta- 
hiti. These symbolic 8 inch carv- 
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ings more closely resemble the 
mysterious stone figures on Haster 
Isle which have puzzled archeolo- 
gists for so long, than they do 
actual human beings. However, 
this feeling comes more from the 
stylized features and grotesque 
symmetry than anything else, as 
they are definitely human in shape 
and proportion. Truly unique 
collection pieces of definite artistic 
merit and craftsmanship, they are, 
No. 563, at $7-50 each. 
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From sunny Italy, comes this 
brightly costumed pair of peasant 
folk in nine inch size. Their na- 
tive province is that of Lugano as 
any native Italian could tell you 
by one glance at their gay color- 
ful garb in its distinctive style. 
Faces are nicely modeled in pressed 
felt, hand-painted in striking ef- 
fect similar to the popular Lenci- 
type dolls of yesteryear. He is 


No. 780, in dashing jacket, vest, 
“shorties” and brightly tasselled 
hat. Her number is 780A, with the 
price for each doll, $5.95. Special 
of $11.50 for the pair. 

Also from Italy is pretty, brown- 
eyed Tessa, the Sicilian Orange 
Seller. In the popular 7 inch 


pracket with silky black hair, 
plump felt face and her basket of 
fruit on one arm, No. 779A, at just 
$4.50. 


Berta and Gretel of Germany, 
sweet faced little composition dolls 
just under four inches tall are 
nicely dressed in the costumes of 
their native provinces (Berta, N2 
610, from Schaumberg and Gretal, 
No. 6108 from Salzberg.) Only 
$1.00 each and really authentic 
German imports. 


From our neighbor north of the 
border comes our next offering, 
He is the Quebec trapper, a hand- 
made doll done for us by Jose’ de 
Gaspe, and one truly representa- 
tive of the rugged woodsmen of 
the Northland. Rene Rokert is a 
cloth bodied doll with modeled 
composition face, whose everyday 
costume includes knitted sweater 


and gloves, red stocking cap, real 
buckskin boots and naturally— 
snowshoes. He is No- 290, popular 
7%” size at $4.95. ) 


Special. Have man only—$4.00. 


Jayadetta, the Kandy Chief from 
Ceylon, is an import no longer 
easily obtainable but still available 
while the stock lasts at same price 
as always, $7.50- He is well formed 
of jointed wood and stands 9%” 
to the top of his spiked gilt crown. 
His costume is of exotic hued 
silks and rayons with the unusual, 
many fold sash to give him that 
paunchy look the Ceylonese con- 
sider becoming to such a man of 
distinction. This haughty Kandy 
nobleman is No. 650—=still just 
$7.50- 
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THEY'LL BE SEEIN’ YOU 
Through the courtesy of Louise 


Leonberger, San Francisco cole 
lector and authority on dolls, we 
have word to pass along regarding 
@ new permanent collection ex- 
hibit. This is in Sutro’s. Some 
of you will remember, over by 
popular old Cliff House. It seems 
that Mr. George K. Whitney who 
sponsors the Sutro Museum gave 
the San Francisco Doll Club a 
generous space where loan dolls 
will be rotated from time to time. 
Sometimes they will stress special 
occasions, such as doll characters 
from fiction and history, during 
National Book Week. 

Sounds like one more place to 
chalk up for a sight-seeing trip in 
wonderful San Francisco. 


ANCESTORS ACCUMULATE 

Evelyn Gehman Schnitzer is 
American, so, like so many of us 
United States citizens, she and her 
husband have progenitors from all 
over Europe. “Ancestor Dolls” * 
her pet project, and gathering 
therein are some of the most 
fascinating folks! There are Swiss 
who settle in Penn’s Woods long 
before the Revolution; Alsatian, 
English, and one great grand- 
father who was a Polish musician. 
Friesland and Bohemia are home- 
lands of other forefathers—doesn’t 
it all sound picturesquely-friendly? 

Evelyn also wrote:—‘I have a 28 
inch bisque doll sitting on one of 
the two chairs in my small room 
that serves as library, sewing and 
workroom. When my big orange 
cat thinks I’m not looking he ups 
and cuddles down on this doll’s 
lap!” 
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“SOME FLEW EAST” 

Last year, when our latest 
grandchild, Melissa Ann McKim, 
arrived, Marie Matheson wrote 
from California that Melissa was 
her middle name and that its 
meaning was “busy as a bee!” 
Now, at a little past one, we are 
converted to that, our own wide- 
eyed toddler tippy toes unbeliev- 
ably tall to peek over all possible 
shelves and table tops, and as for 
Mrs. M. Melissa M., well, this 
from a current letter: 


“Wile have been busy as a swarm 
of bees, having a doll party! Our 
Mrs. Hemmi had the good fortune 
of a European tour, so the South- 
ern California clubs gave this Bon 
Voyage party for her. We sent 
some dolls for her to present to 
the new British Toy Museum, the 
first American gift I presume, and 
a good excuse to show our col- 
lections to outside collectors. Mrs. 
Hemmi was met in London by a 
group of 10 dollmakers, collectors 
and authors, including both Lesley 
Gordon and Leslie Daiken.” 

“P, S—Wonder if some other 
clubs wouldn’t like to send dolls 
to the Museum. They especially 
would like to have some Indian 
dolls from America. Send to the 
Toy Museum at Manchester care 
of Leslie Daiken.”—M.M.M. 


THE RESPONSE WAS 


MAGNIFIQUE! 

The canary colored cards with 
names of doll collectors are flitting 
in from all corners of the U. S.— 
And after checking our files for 
the names of Kimport customers, 
out go sample copies of Doll Talk 
and a kit of doll information to 
all those new to us. Thanks for 
your co-operation. You have done 
both your friends and Kimport a _ 
favor and its true again that in- 
formation shared is twice appreci- 
ated. 


Any time that another collector 
name comes to your. attention, 
please pass it along to us. While 
we send thousands of Doll Talks 
each mailing, we know we reach 
only a minority of doll collectors. 


If officers of Doll Clubs would 
care to send in their membership 
rosters we would be thappy to 
mail current sample copies to 
each address—and do our best to 
broaden interest in the very best 
hobby of all. 


Reasonable ‘numbers of Doll 
Talks would also be sent free to 
distribute at club meetings or doll 
exhibits. Our magazine is small 
but for 20 years it’s been getting 
around. Thanks to you and a host 
of other Kimport friends. 


FESTIVE 


Two of our Kansas collector 
friends who are flower enthusiasts 
also, came up with ribbons from 
their Spring Flower Show, and 
these weren’t all Maypole ribbons 
either! Mrs. Burton Hill and Mrs. 
E. W. Rasberry did furnish the 
precious little dolls used for this 


delightful dance-like arrangement. 
Vivian (Mrs. R.) got her blue rib- 
bon for “Festive Table,” a tea ar- 
rangement complete with blue and 
white flowers and dishes and a doll, 
of course, wearing a miniature 
blue and white corsage. 
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ANTIQUES 2:53 


Getting copy together for each 
issue of Doll Talk is all quite a 
labor of love. The antique depart- 
ment always seems left ’till the last. 
and then, like lighting the can- 
dles, when everything is set and 
ready for guests, there comes the 
special chore, no, thrill, of Speak- 
ing of Antiques. 


This time we've taken Two of 
several kinds, and, starting with 
very young character baby bisques. 
From around 1910 these rather ex- 
pensive infants were ever so be- 
loved. 


“Sammy,” the smiling J. D. 
Kestner tot (Johl’s “More About 
Dolls,” pg. 288) is available, all 
perfect, original, in 10 inch size. 
Blonde bobbed wig like new; hand- 
made linen romper and_  bootees 
are precious. No. A807, $22.50. 


The other baby is much bigger; 
head 12% inches around, height, 
16 inches; marked “Century Doll 
& Co.” Most unusually modeled 
fine bisque head is puffy above the 


eyes, slightly dimpled cheeks, 
broad infant nose, rather large, 
well modeled ears. The mouth 


smiles with two teeth above and 
gums below that show, still there 
is no opening cut into the bisque. 
Scant modeled hair on top, above 
the ears and the cutest little point 
at the hazk above a fat roll of 
baby neck. Head swivels; gray 
glass eyes; original soft body and 
short fingered composition hands. 
Nicely dressed, in what may be 


real baby clothes. The Century 
Eaby is No. A651, $50-00- 


Bonnet heads make such an in- 
triguing group, like nice ladies as- 
sembled for tea! We have one 
10% inches tall, a pale blonde 
bisque with painted blue eyes and 
wearing what we call a cabochon 
turban. This hat is pale orchid 
with big bow centered with a gilt 
ornament. There are wavy bangs 
in front, and little neck curls low 
down on the back beneath the 
turban. She is very pretty, dressed 
in tatting trimmed undies beneath 
her old taffeta frock in tones of 
ivory, lavender and rose. Arms 
and legs are glazed china and 
there are some gilt touches on 
the modeled collar and yoke af- 
fair. No. A684, price, $35.00. 


Smaller of the two is another 
blonde with the elaborately mod- 
eled butterfly headgear, this in 
tones of pale yellow and brown. 
She had modeled curls down over 
the forehead; the butterfly bon- 
net ties under her chin with ve-@ 
low ribbons and a gilt lustre bow. 
Nine inches tall, in original con- 
dition and costume with bisque 
arms and legs in high topped red 
painted boots. The fancy dress is 
dark red, trimmed in narrow black 
ribbon, with an overskirt of o!d ecru 
lace. Miss Butterfly is No. A683, 
$390.00. 


Our pictured pair are, oh, such 
dreams-come-true dolls for the col- 
lector who prizes all original con- 
dition of dress and wig as well as 
doll. Dating from around 1880, the 
silk and tarleton, ribbons, laces 
and milliner flowerettes show age, 
of course, but their waxed com- 


plexioned heads, held high, are so 
satin smooth that we say again 
“WHY are some collectors afraid 
of wax? We’ve had them a hun- 
dred and forty odd years old!” 
Porcelain eyes are deep blue; flax 
blonde hair coiffed with puffs and 
looped braids; slim hands and 
long arms are as_ convincingly 
patrician as their proud heads. 22 


inch Bride, No. A610, $95.00; 18 
inch lady in Orchid, No. A611, 
$95.00. 


We also had a picture taken of 
the Victorian china couple. *’Twas 
too small for a cut, but now it is 
mounted in the dearest little old 
miniature daguerreotype case that 
will come with the pair. They 
are very old; the woman with in- 
verted “V” hair styling is almost 
a bluish white porcelain. The 
man head is more ordinary, in fact, 
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he is just, a doll dressed as a man 
in an old broadcloth cut-away 
suit. Both have dark eyes; his 
just black, but hers, tkrough a 
magnifying glass, seem definitely 
brown. She is 6 inches tall and he 
a little taller, both in original 
1850 clothes. We did put new legs 
from Humpty Dumpty on both, as 
his were tiny as match-sticks and 
hers were broken. Dolls. and 
daguerreotype must not be sep- 
arated, so the pair, No. A646, $35-00. 

Another pair that came as mates, 
we've priced separately. They are 
German bisque __doll-house man. 
and woman in largest, 7% inch 
size. He’s really handsome with 
Barrymore profile and has high 
glaze boot-like legs. Her brown 
hair is modeled pompadour and 
puffs; perfect bisque arms on both, 
but her strap slipper toes are chip- 
ped. Undressed, just as they came 
from Marshall Fields, some forty 
years ago: No. A82I, Lady, $7.50—-~ 
A8Z1Mj Gentleman, $11.50. _ —— 

Those early—heads of papier- 
mache, the sort made up with 
wooden limbs and pencil-slim kid 
bodies, to me, are the most old. 
fashioned little charmers of all. 
Perhaps because they pose so ram- 
rod_ straight, some folks have 
called them “Milliner’s Models.” 
One from Eleanor St. George’s col- 
lection is in splendid condition, a 
girl with long dark curls from 
just behind her ears, and a round, 
braided bun in the back. She’s 
shown in “Dolls of Yesterday,” in | 
the group past page 60, the 5% inch 
one with a barrel bonnet. No. 
A791, Sp. $67-50. | 

The other of the P.M. twosome 
is larger, 12 inch size, with plainer 
hair style, just that high inverted 


10 


“V” with covered ears and plump, 
straight curls. Enormous, round 
blue eyes, pretty complexion, 
shoulders so deep they come ’most 
to her waist line; perfect wood 
arms and legs and rigid leather 
body. Clothes, too, are all original, 
a fishwife garb with ticking apron 
over broad striped skirt, tweed 
coat and lace edged headscarf. 
Originally she may have had some 
plaster fish, but we’ll admit to pil- 
fering the loveliest copper steamer, 
a hand bell, pewter fork and ladle, 
all from some Georgian Doll House 
things—so now, (we hope!) it is 
steamed clams she cries and ped- 


dles. A most intriguing, perfect, 
papier-mache of peddler type, circa 
1840. No. A409, $65.00. 


Q. Could you—would you act as 
a missing person bureau? It was 
Frances Forster who first told me 
about Kimport, when we were both 
in Alaska. I’d love to get in touch 
with her again! 

A. We would, if we could, and 
Mrs. Forster’s name rings a mem- 
ory bell here—but—she must have 
lapsed out on us. Sorry, no cur- 
rent address. So-o—Q. 2, anybody 
know? 


Q. I have a lot of nerve and I 
won't feel badly at all if you say 
“No,” but I’ve been wondering if 
it would be possible to have dolls 
sent on approval, and if I decided 
to take any or all of them, return 
them to you and have you put 
them in lay-away and pay for 
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them on installments? As ignor- 
ant and as fussy as I am, I hesi- 
tate to have you just put in lay- 
away. ‘They might not be what I 
expected, and after I had finished 
paying for them, it would be too 
late to return, 

A. Not nervy, not “No,” and to 
this long-time customer we only 
made two corrections in her plan. 
First, why ship dolls back and 
forth? She is keeping the three 
dolls sent and budgeting, just the 
same as if they were in our hold. 
Second, dolls could have been re- 
turned; there’s no curfew on that 
at Kimport. 


Q. I have heard of a doll head 
marked KPM. What does that 
stand for? 

A. Koenigl Porzellan Manufac- 
tur, but there is much more to 
the story of these blue, underglaze 
letters inside a china doll head. 
Several of the good doll books go 
into the subject of Dresden and 
Meissen, their markings and prob- 
able dates. 


Q. Does ‘solid wax’ really vicar 


solid clear through? I have one 
that is all wax but hollow, and 
another that is wax over composi- 
tion. 

A. Well, no, I think we have said 
‘solid wax doll head, arms and 
legs’ to distinguish from those that 
are coated. ‘Better use ‘poured’ 
(hollow inside) and ‘dipped’, for 
more accuracy. 


“I cannot consider giving up my 
Doll of the Month, so now that 
my year is up, let us start in on 
the ‘second subscription’! 

—Marjorie Fitzgerald, Tlinois. 


ee CATE TET EEE TE EY FT FOR COLLECTORS , 1! 


LET’S DRESS 

Months roll around and many of 
the most delightful dolls here at 
Kimport just don’t get a turn at 
being talked about. We are proud, 
though, that so many of you have 
long memories or check old Doll 
Talks for ordering, as, yes, there 
are always literally hundreds of 
both foreign and American col- 
lector items here in quantity stock. 


It’s Helen Young’s small size, 
original model ceramics that we’re 
reminding you of now—maybe to 
dress for Christmas. You'll know 
how long they’ve been out of print 
when the news is that Mr. and 
Mrs. Gay Nineties (7% inch cuties 
as pictured) now have a 4 inch 
“Pam” and “Peter,” a pair that 
look like three year olds! She is 
blonde with close little pigtails 
and bows; he is dark like his Dad, 
with a few tiny freckles. All china 
with movable arms; add wee 
panties and smocks, they'd be 


cunning! 
four 


how about all 


Or, say, 
in outdoor flannels for a 
Christmas shopping group? 

No. 45M Man with mustache $3-95 


No. 45C Gibson type woman 3.95 
No. 45P Peter 2.95 
No- 45PA Pam 2.95 


If you do not feel like taking on 
a family group, singles or pairs 
could be sent, or there are Helen 
Young’s other child dolls. “Betty 
Brown Eyes” is ever so sweet, a 
typical, plump 7% inch child that 
takes to old-time or modern dress. 
China head and limbs, soft body, 
like the parents above. Betty B. E. 
is No. 45B, $3.95. 


‘OF CHRISTMAS PAST 
T’ll dress three old bisque dolls in 
satin 
To stand by our tall Christmas 
tree, : 
In bridal gowns, formal and fitting, 
A doll for each one of our three 
Grown daughters, who'll know it’s 
the fair way 
To each have an heirloom. You 
see, 
These silks 
ivoried, 
Were worn at my wedding by me. 


and illusion, now 
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SHADES OF EMPIRE 

In answer to the oft recurring 
questions about doll costuming, our 
answer has been repeated ad naus- 
eum, “original old clothes, if pos- 
sible.” Now here comes Mrs. 
Lawrence Brink with such a de- 
lightful sounding re-do that cap- 
itulation was inevitable, especially 
after that mollifying last para- 
graph. Says Betty B.: 


“Recently I acquired an all ori- 
ginal 19” marked KPM. She had 
suffered an almost fatal skull frac- 
ture but the EngHsh medic in at- 
tendance had performed with such 
rare cranial skill there is almost 
no obvious disability. We wanted 
her to be just exactly right as to 
costume and did some _ research. 
We found that the Empire period 
was a decadent age for society 
(will history not so record any 
age?) and its ladies dressed ac- 
ecordinely. Our KPM models a 
champagne-color, sheer silk, very 
high as to waist, very low as to 
bust line. Sleeves are shirred into 
six puffs from shoulder to wrist. 
Two rows of puffed shirring hem 
the tubular skirt. Her sleeveless 
redingote is lime figured velvet, 
tall waistline caught with a gold 
buckle, shawl collar showing tufts 
of black fur at the throat. 


“Her bonnet—ah, her bonnet— 
of the printed velvet, very elon- 
gated as to crown, shirred cham- 
pagne silk lining the brim. A rust 
velvet band supports the gentlest 
of black feathers. She carries a 
black fur muff; her slippers are, 
black and heelless. Out of all 
this elegance look the enormous 
eyes of the purest face anybody 


-ever saw. She may have been of 


a decadent age, but anybody 
knows her moral code was pure 
merino and a full yard wide! 

“All her original clothing has 
been preserved carefully for the 
owner who comes after me—a 
shift and petticoat with homespun 
band, each embroidered in tiny 
red stitching “Axx” which we hope 
means “Ann.” Darling home- 
made shoes of leather with square 
wooden heels, wonderful but awk- 
ward for such a patrician, and a 
bob-tailed faded print dress with 
string ties, very old, but later we 
believe, than the underwear.” 


HANG IT ALL! 

A news story from France made 
me feel like sneezing ‘with dust, 
clear across the Atlantic! How 
freakishly Left Bank can one get? 
Well, here seems to be the answer 
to that— 

PARIS—One of the oddest col- 
lections anywhere adorns the home 
of Henri 
painter. 


M. Heraut lives behind the Gare 
Montparnesse in a studio, nailed 
to the walls of which are scores 
of broken dolls. He has been pick- 
ing them out of junk heaps for 
the last 30 years. Most of them 
are without an arm or a leg or 
poth. Many have no hair or eyes. 
Some are reduced merely to a 
caved-in head. 


It is curious how pathetic and 
poetical the effect is, visitors say. 
Everybody in the district knows 
about M. Heraut’s strange collec- 
tion and every now and then a 
child silently abandons an old doll, 
once a favorite, on his doorstep. 


Heraut, an Iranian . 
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IT’S AN OLD ART 


From one of our “authority” 
customers, of whom we are justly 
proud, comes the following: It’s 
that same Mrs. R. B. Robbins who 
has been such an _ enthusiastic 
puppeteer for years, wring those 
delightful little volumes “Spool 
Marionettes” and “Finger Puppets”. 

She writes: “I don’t mind repair- 
ing old puppets,—in fact enjoy it. 
I’ve used my collection béfore 
teachers, art and music groups, 
doll collectors, and yes, even chil- 
yer Once I showed that old 


Italian Punch you sold me and 
explained it was about 100 years 
old. One little boy promptly raised 
his hand and asked if I made it. 
Anyone over 30 you know is always 
old, old, old to children.” 


HOPE IT WASN'T A DOLL 

“A spindle doll bed came to us 
one time from it’s owner, about 
seventy years old. It had been 
given to her mother when she was 
three, by a neighbor who was one 
of spinster sisters. These women 
had quarreled bitterly over some 
possession, and, so went the story, 
“Never spoke to each other again!” 


+ 
A magazine in miniature, — A Lo | Bédk Review 


FINGER PUPPETS — : 
SPOOL MARIONETTES 


Puppets and Marionettes are old 
and established members of the 
doll family—in fact some of their 
pedigrees would be hard to match 
for the more aristocratic and more 
widely collected “bebes.” 


Diversity is one of the joys of 
collecting and there are folks like 
Mrs. R. B. Robbins who ¢hoose 
ene branch of the doll family and 
become authorities and perfection- 
ists. This time we are not putting 
you on track of some battered 
though precious old antique figures 
(though we could on request) but 
we are offering an inexpensive, 
practical and intriguing pair of 
looks so you can “Make Your 
Own.” 


Mirs. Robbins has published two 
paper bound books, one called 
“Finger Puppets” and the other, 
“Spool Marionettes.” Each book- 
let is 6x9 inches and has 22 pages 
of illustrated detailed information 
on making many animated little 
doll and animal figures. You could 
try your skill at making some of 
these for Christmas gifts—could 
give the booklets to younger kin— 
or add them to your own library 
of doll books. Anyway, we think 
you can’t resist this pair as they 
both are mailed postpaid in one 
envelope—price for the two, $1.00- 
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HUAPALA 
You might be interested in these 
Hawaiian doll notes which were 
headed ‘Special Letter’ by Marion 
Weeks Casey: “I have had the 
privilege of visiting an inspiring 
collection of dolls,intheir specially 
constructed glass cases in the 
studio of Miss Vivienne Mader. 
To see them is to know the Ha- 

waiians at their best. 


“Miss Mader, who is better 
known as ‘Huapala,’ meaning 
sweetheart, is an authority on the 
dance and folklore of Hawaii. It 
was during time spent on these 
islands, learning their beautiful 
dances, that Miss Mader con- 
structed her first native doll. Now, 
she can proudly point to a special 
world of these authentic little peo- 
ple, representing the history of 
Hawaii, from the time Captain 
Cook discovered the Islands in 
1778, to the present day. 


“Among the historical dolls are 
King Kalahaua and Queen Kapio- 
lani. The queen looking very 
stately riding on her garlanded 
horse and wearing a long flowing 
gown; the king, a very impressive 
figure in a feather cape and hel- 
met made one think of the cere- 
monials of old. Next, a little group, 
standing beside a cocoanut tree 
and attired in long ‘Mother Hub- 
bards’ or holoku, the influence of 
the missionaries attracted my at- 
tention. ‘This one with the stripes 
running up and down is the man’ 
said Miss Mader. ‘And this one 
with the stripes running around is 
the woman.’ ‘Huapala’ smilingly 
held two other dolls wrapped in 
a white cloth. ‘And these are the 


bride and groom. This white tape 
cloth is placed around the shoul- 
ders of the couple by a priest after 
they have joined hands in matri- 
mony. The water marks on the 
cloth show the caste to which the 
bride belongs.” It was truly an 
amazing collection and certainly 


an interesting hobby in connection 


with Miss Mader’s profession.” 


WITH DIVINE UNREST 

In a “report” from Marion Acker- 
man, she tells about dressing her 
own old china name-head Marion: 
“im the clothes that I made for her 
when I was about 10 or 12 years 
old. Wish you could see the lovely 
sewing. Didn’t know it was in 
me!” 


On two other dolls Mrs. Acker- 
man had used her daughter’s and 
her mother’s very own christening 
robes. ‘Mother’s cost $30.00 back 
in 1864, all cut out embroidery and 


broidered and made myself, and i 
is even longer than mother’s. I 
was two days just bleaching, 
laundering and mending.” 


two yards around. Kay’s I em- 7 


Then, as if doll business needed 
eny apology, she  explains:—“I 
have been in Girl Scouting for 28 
vears and loved the work. Have 
had nearly 500 girls go through 
my hands. So now I get baby an- 
nouncements and wedding invites. 
For five wonderful years I was on 
the board, training leaders, etc. 
until it really got too strenuous. 

“Now you see doll collecting is 
taking the place of my Scout 
work. I can’t over-do in this pro- 
ject—unless it is my pocketbook!” 


e 


seevoescooooeoooseoese FOR COLLECTORS 


CORRESPONDENCE 


CLIPPINGS 
*I am very much pleased with 
the little wooden German dolls— 
cutest dolls I have acquired in 
Guite some time.” 
—Louise D. Jefferson, Minnesota. 


“Thanks for finding the Kestner 
baby doll for me. Like the Cana- 
dian Mounties, you never give up! 
; We are finishing a room this 
summer that is going to have a 
combination of several uses, one 
Leing a display of my dolls.” 

—Erma Jones, Illinois. 


“What about Davey Crockett? I 
guess he will have to go in the 
collection,—but I want a good one. 
These cheap things in the stores 
at present do not interest me.” 

—Mrs. Miles Lilly, Penna. 


“At our May club meeting the 
subject was, “Bisque Dolls.” I read 
from an old “Doll Talk” your 
article called “Concerning Bisque.” 
Others read from various books, 
but we thought ‘nobody presented 
so much in a nut shell the way 
you had. It would not be a bad 
idea to reprint that sometime for 
the benefit of later subscribers.” 

—Jio Berry Lewis, Florida. 


“At this writing, I’m just re- 
covering from some very painful 
bone and nerve surgery of the face. 
Being bruised, swollen and bat- 
tered in spirit, mother suggested 
that a couple of inexpensive hobby 
items might be an A-1 antidote, 
so here goes. ‘’Enjoy Doll Talk 
very much,—it has made _ good 
reading these long painful days.” 

—Victoria B. Dickson, N. Y. 


1S 


“T am new at being a collector 
but am so happy to know that 
dolls can become ‘real’ to other 
people, too.” 

—Sarah Poynor, Tenn. 


“I do enjoy the last little china 
doll. Most of my favorites have 


come from Kimport.” 
—Martha Babcock, Ohio. 


“Please send the blonde bride 
and Gay Nineties man. Mr. Flower 
and I were married fifty years ago 
—that is why I wish them both.” 

—Mrs. C. E. Flower, Conn. 


“Our Janie’s birthday is Septem- 
ber 30th. She has had a Kimport 
birthday doll every year since she 
was eight. Now is the climax— 
she will be twenty-one!” 

—Mrs. Paul Bissell, Maryland. 


“It seems to me that people who 
have the joy of collecting and 
working with dolls have a tie that 
is different from the usual busi- 
ness transaction.” 

—Florence Curriden, Illinois. 


“Linda is looking forward to 


*emore beautiful dolls in the next 


year, so please send the blanks 

and we will re-subscribe to the 

Doll of the Month again.” 
—Mrs. H. F. Hartje, Calif. 


“Actually, the Mark Twain and 
two boys needed no labels. They 
were recognizable at a glance. I 
am having a hanging wall cabinet 
made for my tiny dolls and believe 
me, they shall take a prominent 
place there.” 

—Mae Underwood, Illinois 


“THIRTEEN” IS PROVING LUCKY é 
FOR MANY KIMPORT COLLECTORS 


Quote: “Received July D.O.M. and Lucky 13 doll. De- 
lighted with both. Please start a new series of the Doll of the 
Month.” Signed Mrs. Teresa D. Patin. 


THE DOLL OF THE MONTH IS A PROVED PLAN! 


Just write Kimport asking them to send a collection doll 
each month with bill. Suggest the price range—$2.50, $5.00, 
$10.00, and if you wish, your preferred types. 

Kimport will carefully select the best value, the newest 
import or the most unusual doll that will fit into your collection 
—and mail it about the 10th of the month. 

If you want to select the exact doll to be sent each month, 
just write us your choice. They need not be the same price 
each time. 

When you receive the 12th doll, Kimport will include a 
Lucky 13 doll of average value to your series and send.it-as a 
free surprise. You'll. like it so well you'll want to start right 
in again. 

Of course, the Kimport guarantee is back of each doll and 
if it does not please it may be returned for refund or exehange. 


THIS MAKES A GRAND CHRISTMAS ALL THE YEAR GIFT 


You can set a Doll of the Month service up as a gift to any 
one you choose. Just specify the price you want to pay each 
month and the kind of dolls you would like sent. We'll do the 
rest. You can pay the 12 numbers in advance or well bill 
you by the month as mailed. 

Would you like us to suggest several different group lists 
from which yow could order? 

Subscribing to the Doll of the Month Club does not obli- 
gate you, as you can discontinue at any time. It's up to Kim- 
port to keep you pleased. Join today or write for further de- 
tails. 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 


KIMPORT DOLLS, independence, Mo. 


